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CoMJiAxnrit-ix-CiiiF- r El Torrance was
in the city last Monday for a few hours
during which time lie called on the Presi-

dent

¬

the Secretary of the Interior the
Assistant Secretary Campbell and the
Commissioner of Pensions tml consulted
with a iiumher of leailinfr comiadcs of the
city in regaid to Grand Army matters
The customary misleading and untrue re-

ports have been sent out to the press as
to what he did and said The whole visit

was brief informal and inconclusive
Nothing of special moment occurred The
whole pension matter is still in abeyance
awaitinir a proper time for its presenta-
tion

¬

Tle papers and records of the Na-

tional
¬

Encampment went astray in ship

mf nt to Minneapolis and had not arrived
up to within a few days

It looks as if Addickss Senatorial as-

piration
¬

had come in contact with the
White House refrigerator

Tite ciushed stone companies have com
bined and the crushed politicians and
orators are trying to do so in a new politi
cal party

The young lady who is going to marry
Chauncey Depew has deemed it necessary
to explain that it is because she loves
liim Now York girls will be disposed to
regard litis as eccentric

It has been months now since we have
had a real soulful wail from Carl Schurz
over the rapid degeneration of the coun- -

try Has Carl got a big block in a gusher
too

Ex Gov Jones of Alabama the new
rederal Judge sns I have no reason to
believe that the Picsidcnt desires any ad- -

vi rfce from me Singular man He seems
- to stand alone

In spjlt of being completely surprised
CoyCTSth U S managed to kill 140 boo

vifitn before it was massacred In itself
this it not intended to encourage another
massacre

-
Imst week one of Ynndei hilts autom-

obiles
¬

reduced the worlds record for a mile
to one minute and eight tenths of a second
The automobile seems to be in reach of
the record while the horse
With all his progress is not more than in
sight of it

Gens Grant Sherman Sheridan nor
Thomas ever complained that the news
of-- the enemys whereabouts was kept
frpm them They felt that it was their
business to find the enemy and took
pains to get all the information that their
subordinates might have

The Confederate Sons of Veterans
shrewdly make a strong incorporation of
the feminine element into their society
The women of the South were always the
bitterest and most irreconcilable of rebels
and the Confederate Sons rely upon thfc
women to greatly help promote interest in
their organization and advance their

principles Last week the Commander
of the Virginia Division Sons of Confed-
erate

¬

Veterans issued a formal order ap-

pointing
¬

one young lady Siionsor-in-Chi-

for the State another
and still others Sponsors and Maids-of-Hono- r

for each Congressional District
There was a good deal of rivalry for these
honors and the distinguished recipients
wcar them very proudly Each becomes
an active worker for the Confederate
Sons and advocate of their principles

SoMF time ago Dr J O Flower of
Pittsbuig made a sensation hy rendering
the biggest bill for medical attendance in

Hip Stephel

M Curry one Carnegies early partners
and the executors made a loud outcry
their refusal to pay it The items were
5100 a day for attendance and 25 for
each visit The doctor has brought suit
and it would seem that he has a very
good case Mr Curry who was suffering
from pernicious anemia was then mak-
ing

¬

a great deal of money and wanted to
bo kept alive until his deals could get
through The doctor succeeded keeping
him for something like a year dur-
ing

¬

which time Mr Curry made 1000000
It would seem from this that the doctor
was quite modest in his claims and the
heirs rnulIy ungrateful

THE PRESIDENTS BOOKS

The attention of our club raisers is
tpecially called to the announcement
our offer of the Presidents liocks on an-

other
¬

page
-- Such an announcement is without prece ¬

dent Never befoie our history has a
President figured as a popular author dur
ing his term as Chief Executive He is
today tho most interesting man in the
country and in no other way can he be
known so well as by reading his books

Every patriotic American should read
them and we are enabled by exclusive ar¬

rangements to give to every enc the easy
opportunity to do this

Let oery one read the announcement
and act upon it at once While our edi ¬

tion is large it Is not unlimited aud
when It is gone there will not be another

to socure these works upon such
ichanca terms

THE IIAMPTOX ItOADS COKTEKKNCE

One of the most momentous chapters
our history is being recalled some
the Southern papers by publishing the

of Justice John A Camp-
bell

¬

of Alabama who resigned fiom the
Supreme Comt the United States to
join the rebellion and became Assistant
Socictaiy or War

The kind henit Abraham Lincoln vvti

btttctlv toj ji ly every day the war lasted
mid while litiging to the icstoiit ion of the
Union with mlitmaiitiue firmness he was
eri stnntly and cngekly watching for the
least ovetture on the prtit of the rebels
toward peace

In the Winter of lSCX Francis P Blair
sr of Maryland eune to the conclusion
that Jf he coitld visit IMchmoml he could
induce lefl Davis to agree to something
that would make for a restoration of
peace The so called Southern Confed-
eracy was then in a very bad way Lin-
coln had been le oleetcd which testified
that the lojal people were determined to
piosecute the war to a finish the rebel
army the West had been nlmost annihi-
lated

¬

hy Gen Thomas before Nashville
Sherman hail- - made his wonderful March
to the Sea taken Savannah and was then
sweeping through South Carolina Sheri ¬

dan had dr strojed the rebel forces in the
Slienindoih Valley and was going wh ther
he would thiough Virginia while Gen
Grant was holding Lee in Petersbuig and
daily hammering him toward utter de-

molition
¬

It seemed that Jeff Davis
would recognize that his cause was hope
less and seek for terms

Piesident Lincoln gave Mr Blair a pass
through our lines and he readied Ilith
mond He was given no authority to
spiak for our Government but secured
from Jeff Davis a note in which he said
that he desired peace and would be will
ing to send a commission whenever he
supposed it would be teceived or to re¬

ceive a commission fiom the United States
for conference to secure peace to the two
countries

President Lincoln thereupon wrote the
following letter to Mr Blair

Washington D C Jan 18 1SG3
F P Blair esq

Sir You having shown me Mr Daviss
letter to you of the 12th inst you may
say to him that I have constantly been
and shall continue ready to receive any
agent whom he or any other iulluential
person now resisting tho National authori-
ty

¬

may informally send to me with a view
of securing peace to the people of our one
common country

A Lincoln
The result of this was the appointment

of a commission by Davis consisting of
Vice President Alex II Stephens Sena-
tor It M T Hunter and Assistant Secre-
tary

¬

J A Campbell Lieut Gen Grant
was instructed to admit them into his lines
which he did and entertained them at his
headquarters until President Lincoln and
Secretaty Seward came down to meet
them Gen Grant was ordered not to al
low their presence or anything that was
transpiiing to in any way interfere with
his plans or movements The conference
took place Feb 3 1SG5 on boaid the
steamer Biver Queen in nampton Roads
and lasted four hours Judge Campbell
says of it as reported by Bcv E M
Green in the Louisville Courier Journal

The occasion of that conference was
the statement made -- by Oen Lee to the
President that it would be impossible for
linn with liis comparatively small force to
hold out a great while longer against the
overwhelming numbers of Gen Grant
His line of defense was so extended that
it was of course very thim and Grant
could break through at any point at which
he might choose to mass his forces He
could maintain a show of defense for a
time and expressed the hope that the
President would avail himself of the op
portunity for a cessation of hostilities

Gen Leg realized that the cause was
hopeless and so did everybody else who
had any knowledge of the situation ex-
cept

¬

the President who never admitted
that the case wag desperate

Preparations were made for the depar-
ture

¬

of the commissioners and before
leaving Mr Stephens calltd on the Presi-
dent

¬

to receive instructions Mr Davis
handed him a scaled envelope on which
was indorsed these wordst Not to be open
ed until you reach Hampton Itoads
Handing him the envelope he said You
will find full instructions in this and with
that dismissed him

The commissioners passed through the
Confederate lines and were painfully im
pressed with the general appearance of
things the soldiers were few and ill clad
and ill fed and presented altogether a most
forlorn and wretched appearance The
felt that they were none too soon with
their overtures for peace

Proceedint under the flag of truce they
reached the Federal lines and were con
ducted to headquarters Gen Grant had
not been informed of their coming and
examining their papers with scant cour ¬

tesy he waved to them to pass on Wher-
ever

¬

the eyes of the commissioners turned
they were impressed with the power and
might of the aimy of invasion For num-
bers

¬

they were like the locusts of the
East they covered the face of the whole
earth they were well clothed well fed
well equipped in every respect They
reached the water and the wharf was
lined with vessels whose masts were like
a fotet and all laden with food and lux
uties for the comfort and welfare of the
soldiers of the Federal army

They found their steamer awaiting
them and were soon on the water and in
sight of the place of meeting When the
had reached the point where they were at
liberty to break the seal of their letter of
instructions Mr Stephens said Come
gentlemen and let us see what we are to

the history of American practice It was They
for SnlVXMT nrrninsr ostnto nf IIonrrl5Ir- -

of
in

in
alive

of

in

in
in of

reminiscences

of

of

in

gathered around the table and
us read First you are hcrebv

instructed to make no treaty of peace with
the Government of the United States upon
any other condition that that of the rec-
ognition

¬

of the independence of the Con-
federate

¬

States
Mr Stephens read them and said

Gentlemen we are on a fools errand1
The commissioners looked at each other

in blank amazement They had thought
that they were going with full power to
make the best terms possible and here
they were handicapped bv tho first item
in their instructions They all wished
they had never come on such a mission
but it was too late They wished they
coultl turn back but this they could not
do They must go on and make the best
of it

Soon they sighted the steamer bearing
Mr Lincoln and his Secretary of State
The boats lay alongside of each other and
the President and Mr Seward came
aboard the boat which bore our commis-
sioners

¬

There was nn air of assurance
even of elation in their manner Evident-
ly

¬

they expected to receive the surrender
of the Coufcderato Govrnment Mr Lin-
coln

¬

was specially jovial nni got off some
of his jokes one at the expense of 3Ir
Stephens Our Vice President as you
know was an exceedingly frail and deli-
cate

¬

man His weight it is said in ordi ¬

nary clothing was only about 80 pounds
Ho was almost as bloodless as a corpse
and wore n surprising quantity of clothing
to keep himself comfortably warm It
was the 3d of February and ho had
prudently provided himself well against
the chilly atmosphere of Jhe bay But
when preparing for work In the warm
cabin of the steamer he began to lay aside
his superfluous clothing first his waimgloves then his heavy Scotch plaid then
his groat- - cont then he unwound his scarf
fiom about his head and neck next his
o ercoat was laid aside Jllr Lincoln
watched the process of disrobing with won-
der

¬

and interest and when it was com ¬

pleted mid Mr Stephens Appeared in his
real littleness ho whispered to his Secre-
tary

¬

Sewarddld you ever see as small
a nubbin for so much shuck

But If some jokes were perpetrated tha
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work of the conference was no joke and
tue Jive commissioners were soon seated
around a table in deep and serious discus
sion

Mr Lincoln was the first to speak
Taking from the table n large sheet of
paper that was Ivimr before him he said
Gentlemen to make a long matter short I
will say right here that I will take this
pnper nnd write on one side the Union
must be preserved and you may then
take it and write on the other side the
conditions to please yourself

After he had spoken there was brief
silence when Mr Stephens replied

Mr Piesident suppose we should
write on the other side of that paper that
the seceding States shall resume their
places in the Union on the same footing
witli the other States anil with no pains
nor penalties attached to their act of se¬

cession
If you did not put that in replied

Mr Lincoln I would for it would be no
Union of equal States without it I want
the Union just as it was

As the conference proceeded they
came to the negro question and Mr
Stephens represented that the institution
of slavery was the btsis of the whole in
dustrial and social system of the South
nnd that it could not be surrendered as
he argued that the eminciiiation of 4000
000 of slaves turned loose upon society
meant social as well as financial uiin Mr
Lincoln looked troubled He saw that this
was a most scnous and dillicult problem
and after Mr Stephens had finished he
said nothing for a while then with a
look of determination on his face he said
Well the nigger shant stand in the way

or the union
That he used this language there can

he no doubt As Mr Campbell repeated
the wouK I thought Must the kind of
elegant language I would expect of Abe
Lincoln and just the sentiment I would
expect him to express

But what he meant I do not know The
impression I leceived at the moment was
that Mr Lincoln thought the Union of
the States more important than the abo-
lition of slavery The thought in my mind
was that he was willing to let slavery
alone if he could stop the war and re
stoie the Union I am inclined to think
so still I did not ask Mr Campbell what
ho meant and he gave me no explanation
Possibly he meant that the- Southern peo
ple should be satisfied in some wav That
he was willing to issue l 00000000 of
bonds to pay for the slaves I think thcie
can be no doubt At the inte of expense
then going on in the conduct of thtf war
SWOO000000 would be expended in a few
months Mr Stephens estimates that the
war cost the country in the aggregate not
less than lUOOUUl of men and at least
eight thousand millions of dollars a sum
full equal to three fourths of the as
sessed value of the taxable property of all
tho States together when it commenced
If the war could have been stopped by the
prvment of 100000000 for the slaves it
would have been a wise stroke of economy

The discussion proceeded earnestly and
with perfect cood feeling when Mr Ste
phens felt obliged bv the terms of his in-

structions to sav that no conditions of
peace could be considered by them which
did not contemplate the recognition or
Southern independence A look of dis-

tress and disappointment came over Mr
Lincolns face and he said If tint is the
case we need not waste any more woids
over this matter

The conference adjourned and the rep ¬

resentatives of the two Governments took
sorrowful leave of each other knowing
that nothing was left but to fight it out
to the bitter end

This is substantially in accordance with
tho history that it is generally received in
the North but its publication in an auth
oritative form in the South has raised s
good deal of feeling It shows them how
wickedly mad Jeff Davis was and what
terrible consequences his stubborn follt
brought upon them Feb 1S05 Gen
Lee and every other reasonable man in
the South knew that the Confederacy mi
hopelessly doomed and that every mat
killed thereafter was deliberately murder
ed By submitting even at that late dav
they could have had almost any terms in
reason that they wanted They could
have received pay for their negroes been
spared any further destruction of their
country or loss of life have had tlipir citi
zenship been saved the lecoustriiition
troubles and many other things No-

where was there a lay of hope for them
They could no more stop Sherman than
they could the rush of the Mississippi
Biver Thomas was hunting tbiwn the
remnants of Hoods army allover Tennes
sec and Alabama Sheridan had chased
out of sight everything in Virginia out
side of Lees lines Wilmington the last
Atlantic scapoit was in the hands of Gen
Sehofield and Canby was moving to com-

plete the i eduction of Mobile the last Gulf
poit Lees army was iapidly diminish
ing under Grants hamineiing staivation
desertion and disease AVithin two months
from the Hampton Boads conference Bich
mond itself had fallen Davis was a fugi
tive and Lees shattered and demoralized
army was in a wild race to outstrip its
relentless pursuers

It was perhaps well that Davis was so
foolishly stubborn If he had accepted the
liberal terms that Lincoln stood ready to
grant these would have been most prob-
ably

¬

a sore spot that would have given
no end of trouble It was worth all it
cost to absolutely crush the rebels and
force their unconditional submission

But the Southerners ate not likely to
recognize this and the more they know of
the abortive effort at peace in Hampton
Boads the less they must think of the
fatuous Davis whoso folly brought such
a world of unnecessary calamities upon
them

And Lincolns great fame must glow
gi eater still

It seems very strange after all the tall
there was in the fleet about the Span ¬

iards coming out the next day that when
they did come out they found the fleet
wholly unprepaied for a chase Some of
the boilers were actually empty and many
of the vessels did not have their engines
coupled up The Brooklyn ran with half
her engines and boilers in action and
made but little over half her offleiil speed

lo knots where she had made 21 The
others wore in much the same shape
Only tho Oregon Capt Clarke was
icady nnd she soon outstripped all the
others and delivered the final blows If
the Spanish vessels had rot been so hope ¬

lessly foul and incompetently manned
they would have stood a good chance of
getting away There is a responsibility
for this somewhere which the Court
should fix

The always progressive Yankees of
Massachusetts are moving to substitute
Spanish for French in the studies of the
public schools The time is at hand
when tho young man who can speak and
writo Spanish will have a great advan ¬

tage in a business career over one who can
not

Now we have beaten the English at
their cherished game of cricket If theres
anything they can really play they had
better be hunting It up if they are going
to retain their reputation as sports

The Spanish Minister of Marine has
recommended that the Spanish navy bo
sold It would bo money in their pockets
to give it away and save useless expendi-
ture

¬

on something that they can never use
to advantage

X
It is good news that the Episcopal

Church U going to work in earnest in the
Philippines There is plenty t d0 theie
for all our missionaries for the nwt few
aecaues

horty
I IT

On the March to the Sea
Coyrlshtei1399 by the publishers or Tut Natioxai- -

lTiirtB
ya

The Slese of Savannah The Adjutants
Troubles Another Rebel Line Carried

The General directs that you halt
where yon are and fortify said an Aid
making his way up to Col McGillicuddy
as the brigade lined up with the regiment
along the hank nnd gazed across the ex
panse of flooded rice fields canals ditches
aimtis chevnux-de-fns- e and other terri ¬

ble entanglements which lay between
them and the main line of works around
Savannah He says you have done
magnificently and are far ahead of the
rest of the line Yomvlll wait here until
the rest of the line has advanced even
with you

I dont see any need of fortifying
said the Colonel to the Adjutant Itll
be as hard for them to get at us as it will
be for us to get at them

He means for you to fortify the men
said the punning Adjutant Make them
as comfortable as possible after their hard
work and have them ready for anything
else that may come up I think that a
good dinner would be the very best forti-
fication

¬

that we could have now
There is something within me just

below my belt answered the Colonel
that says the same thing Is theie any

way to lestoie communications with Aunt
Mineiva Ann

Heaven only knows where that sable
Sultana of the srtups and sauces is by this
time sighed the Adjutant I saw her
come forward to the edge of the bank to
look out for little Pete just before that
big siege gnn let drive at us Then she
gave a veil that I could hear above the
mar of the shell and I saw a piece of
calico and a large pair of brogans flying
back towaid Atlanta like feathers in a
high wind Shes probably away over the
Ogeechee Biver by this time

Well we must eat though daikies may
fly said the Colonel Take Ordeily
Skidmore back with you Hell find her
if you cant

Come on Pete- called the Adjutant
As they gained the higher giontid back

of the rice fields they came upon the fear
ful destruction wrought by tiie siege guns
of Savannah in Their rear Great holes
had been dug in the sand trees cut down
and mangled which in falling had
torn other trees and so that the ground
was a chaos of debris

So glad that we was in a safe place
out in front murmured Pete gazing at
the widcspiead ruin with a shiver But
where in the woild is Aunt Minerva Ann
he added as deepest apprehension seized
him

I hope nothing has happened to the
headquarters wagon inutteied the Ad-
jutant

¬

turning a little pale There are
niggers enough arijijnd here to patch
pandemonium a inlle though it might be
lather hard to fiftd andthrr as good a cook
as that wench But theres not another
such a demijohn of French brandy this
side the ocean Whilfe in the world can
that wagon be

Say theres Bill Dodds the head-
quarters

¬

tennisteiV said Pete pointing to
u ilistracted lookTng individual who was
making his wav through the ruck of
brandies trunks iwll brush Sav Bill
O Bill Wheres Anitt Mineiva Aim

How in thtinnWdrif know ntswered
the man angriiv raint keeping track
o no nigger wenlIics4 Im looking for niv
miilc s Did you cp any mule iver that
n way WheicinV

blazes have they inn
to

Dm n your oYrt niljles shouted Pete
Whats a inulei anj way1 You can git

plenty o them JVhpres Aunt Minc va
AimV v

U
What do

iifound ypur ojftl nigger wench
I care nhout her You can find

a thousand h em over there in camp if
jem want that kind of live tnek Come
over here and help tue hunt mv inule

Pete picked up a chili to throw at the
teamster but the Adjutants presence re¬

strained htm
Say Dodds asked the Adjutant

ivheies the heiidqmtiters wagon
Headquatteis wagon blowed to hell

answeied the teamster sententously
One o them big camp kittle shells busted

right n under it and sent it up wheie the
lain comes from Its all mixed up with
the rlouds now Come over here and help
mo hunt for my mules

Did you notice tinything of a demi-
john

¬

anywhere in the scntterment
Dodds asked the Adjutant eagerlv A
two gallon demijohn Big bottle coveied
with basket work

Dinimyjohn be damned roated the
rtoimster Sposp I wuz looking out for
any kind of blamed budge when my mules
wuz so skeeieil that they wuz throwing
seven kind o fits in a minute Im n fen rod
their system is totally wrecked Twant
no time to thiult about guzzling of any
kind Come over heie nnd help me hunt
my mules

That fellow hasnt a soul above mules
nullified the Adjutant disgusted He
has no more idea of French brandy than
he has of the delegated powers of the
Constitution Come over this way and
lets look for the wagon

A few steps brought them to a havoc
center

There around a deep hole torn nut by
the explosion of the huge shell wert the
fragments of the headquarters wagon and
its contents The shell could not have
struck more faiily under the wagon if it had
been deliberately laid there nnd its work
had been complete The hind wheels
stood near but the front wheels had dis
nppcaiod Bemmints of the Adjutants
desk his and the owners tiunks the
wagon bed clothing boots caps
papers horse furniture and the like had
been blown into the rent and tangled brush
roundabout A pair of the Colonels
druuots was waving like a flag of truce
fiom the top of a tall Cyprus far above
the Adjutant s daiidiued dress coat with
its wealth of gold lace shoulder knots
which had caught on a lower limb His

boiled shirts which he had been care-
fully

¬

saving for the gala days at the end
of the campaign were now white flecks on
widely sepniated parts of the landscape
His neutly kept papers were the sport of
the vagrant winds

The teamster wns right said the Ad
jutant surveyingiihowrcck That shell
simply blew tho wagon and nil that was
in it to well The Colonels wardrobe
nnd mine seem to be pretty impartially
distributed over the Southern Confederacy
and well be mighty rgood mnrks for the
first clothes dealer that happens nround
Well most of the duds were pretty well
worn any way and wo both needed a
new outfit Its nwful about the regi ¬

mental papers but Ill have to report
Lost in Action nnd- - start a new set

Some fellows will be mighty glnd to have
it so for it will sponge off their black- -
imnrus unit give- iiicis u iresu siari in
life But It simply ibreaks my heart to
lose that demijohn i Ill never get over
it ns long ns I live One never ceases re-
gretting

¬

the drinks he might have drunk
And such drinks us thoy were Well life
abounds in bitter disappointments and I
suppose I must have my share of them I
wonder where Aunt Minerva Ann can
be

Heres piece of her dress sobbed
Pete bitterly over a fragment of linsey he
found on a bush Poor Aunt Minerva
Ann Ill never see her again

Nonsense said the Adjutant Itd
take a heap bigger shell than that to wipe
her out so completely Theres lots more
of that substantial female around some-
where

¬

I only hope theres enough left un-
injured

¬

to get us dinner
Only respect for his superior officer pro

vented Pete from blurting out that the
Adjutant was an unfeeling brute

Hustle around Pete said the Adju ¬

tant gathering up some of the papers
and see if jou cant find some truce of

her and more particularly of the mess- -
I chest I dont see any trace of It heie

It must have been tnien out of the wagon
beforo the shell struck

Pete wiped his eyes and began a dole¬

ful search around expecting every minute
to come upon some ghastly find of his
friends mangled remains

There was no further trace of her im-
mediately

¬

around the wagon and Pete
pushed out farther into the bushes Possi ¬

bly the fragrance of boiling coffee and
cooking meat attracted him for in spite
of his grief he was very hungry He
heard voices and saw before him a high
bank of fresh earth thrown up by the
rebels in the mauy fortifications they
started to oppose Sherman while still a
distance from tho city

There seemed something familiar in the
sound of the voices as Pete drew nearer
and as he climbed up on the bank to look
over he distinctly heard Uncle Ephraims
voice saying

Now I tells you Nerv fob de fortieth
time dat dar haint none ob dem killed
Dar haint none ob dem been hurt foh I
watched dem till dey got to de furder
bank an stopped Deyuns is all right
ober dar an hoiigry as hounds Deyuns
haint nuilln dar t bile tier coffee will an
Im a gwine t tote dat kittle t dem soons
hits ready You go right ahead an make
hit You haint no cause t be skeered
None ob dem bumbs kin hit yo behinc dis
hyah bunk Yos ns safe hyah ns if yos
back on de plantation Yo go right ahead
wid yore cookin or Ill lay this hickory on
yo hack agin Shore I will

0 leys all killed sure wailed Aunt
Minerva Ann sitting down and irivint
way to n paroxism of grief Deys all
done killed and we tins 11 be killed if
weuiis stay here Dont yo heali dem
bummin away ober dar wusscrn ebber

IT S1VT A STORM OF CAXISTKIt INTO
Tin itAxics ok Tin iiu keteii

Shet up an dont let dat meat dar
bin n saiil Uncle I phraim imperatively

Tend t business woman or Ill
gib o sulhn to cry fob

Pete crawled to the top of the bank and
looked over

There on the side of the trench made
by ecavting the earth sat Uncle
Klluniin with a stout switch in his hand
which he held in a way to inspire his
wife with fear He had learned enough
of war to see the advantages of this place
when the regiment moved forward m the
morning and he was left behind with the
Ijeaduunxters spare hoi so He had had
the mess chest unloaded there and the
horses weie tied near by He had built
a file and settled himself there for the
day But Aunt Minerva Anns curiosity
had led her forward with the regiment
until the big guns opened when panic
seized her and it became necessary for
Uncle Ephraim to run her down and bring
her liai k to u place of safety He had
lesoited to the plantation prescription for
her hvsteiia of fear as the switch in his
hand testified

Aunt Minerva Ann attended to the
meat and then liegan another wail which
was interrupted by Pete calling out from
the top of the bank

O Aunt Minerva Ann Im tickled to
death to see you alive and n oil Ive been
hunting for on ever where

He slid down the bank and ran to her
to be taken in her arms in a rapture of
joy He leleased himself saying

I must urn back and tell the Adjutant
Hes sent me to hunt you for hes awful
hungry If he could only find that demi-
john

¬

now that Shoity got for him hed
be happy in spite of the loss of his
clothes

Dat dimmyjohn exclaimed Uncle
Ephiaim I done got dat dimmijohn
light hcah so I has I done tuk hit outcu
de wagon wid de mess chist foh I nebber
trust none ob dem teamsters wid nuflln to
eat nor drink Heali hit Is

He went to the brush near by and pro¬

duced it caiefully wrapped up in an old
oveicoat

O to Grace how great a debtor
Daily Im constiained to feel

Let Thy goodness like a fetter
Bind in soul in hoops of steel

mummied the Adjutant nnxioussly heft
ing the demijohn to see that none of its
contents were missing Life resumes its
loseate hue Uncle Ephiaim ou aie the
immediate jewel of my soul I shall never
pait with jou no never

The coflee was soon boiling and the
meat cooked The next thing was to get
down to the fiiiug line Uncle Ephraim
had provided two kettles one for the
Colonel and his staff one for Si and his
squad He cut a pole and hung these
fiom its ends Aunt Minerva Ann was to
follow with the rest of the food But the
moment that she thought of going out
again to face those awful siege guns she
had a fit of teiror nnd Pete had to take
her load

The Adjutant started along carrying
the piecious demijohn As he l cached the
crest of the bank a bullet from a rebel
sharpshooter whistled close to him and
struck a tree

O Praxiteles Jones he exclaimed
nervously itll never do to expose this
to the chances of a bullet Nor will it do
to take it down there where those thirsty
fellows will gulp it down like Commissary
There wouldnt be a drop left in 15
minutes Nor will it do to leave it with
that hysteric negress No telling what she
would do with it Might drink the whole
of it to drown her sorrows or she might
bang the demijohn around the roots of a
tree I want to go hack to the Colonel
awfully but I guess Id better stay back
and look after my papers and it Pete
leport to tho Colonel that I have to staj
behind and gather up tho regimental
papers and ask him to send the Serge-

ant-Major back But I wont trust this
to anybody but Undo Ephraim

Tho regiment was lying under the cover
of the bank from the spat of sharpshoot
ing bullets from the rebels but Uncle
Ephraim marched coolly along with his
kettles and was received with cheers for
there was no room nor wood on the bank
to make fires

Details were sent back from the com-
panies

¬

to make coffee and tho Colonel
noticing that it was now low tide had the
sluice gate opened nnd as the water ran
out they gained more room on the bank
though the gain was slimy mud

As soon as Si and Shorty had eaten
their dinner they began a careful recon
noissance of the terrain beyond with refer-
ence

¬

to the advance which the regiment
might at any moment he ordered to make

They were still about GOO yards from
the main line of the rebel works which
were packed full of men who yelled saucy
and obscene denance to tucm to come on

The steeples and masts5 of Savannah
were clearly outlined in the bright Win-
ter

¬

sky and n clock in a church yard
solemnly struck 1

It affected them all strangely to have
this reminder ot peaceful life in the midst
of the turmoil nnd stress of boisterous
war

Immediately before the regiment was
another flooded rice field and beyond it a
main canal probably 10 feet wide and
six or eight feet deep Beyond this was
another rice field apparently not so deep ¬

ly flooded but filled at the farther side
with abatis and a ditch ran along imme-
diately

¬

in front of tho rebel breastworks
Condemn the luck exclaimed Si gaz-

ing
¬

dejectedly at the expanse of the rice
field I hate a country that draws T0
feet of water And theres no bank liks
there wns before to work along to get at
them fellers What in sin can we do

Shorty started to swear in his usual
fluent way when he thought of Maria and
his good resolutions and subsided into
Sis equally savage but less profane Con
sarn it nnd Plague take it Sudden ¬

ly he remarked
Say Si that sluice gates opened this

field too and the waters running out
See

So it is said Si ignoring the rebel
sharpshooters and going over the bank to
examine Its fell moren n foot now
Itll all be out in n hour or so and well
only have the mud to contend with

Thats so deep well stick fast in it
like flies in molasses said Shorty re-
lapsing

¬

into despondency
Si thought a minute nnd then said

Whats the matter with corduroyina
it

I dont catch on

S

Z

iPm
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Couldnt we lay down a roadway of

brush sames we done once back there by
Till huniy and roll our sycamore gum
along it

I begin to sre Lets go and talk to
the Colonel about it

The town clockover in Savannah struck

The Colonel took a look at the rapidly
falling water in the field went over him ¬

self and probed the mud and coming bnck
ordered the Major to take the rear rank
of the regiment back into the woods and
cut brush

The rebels saw the men filing back and
mistaking it for a retreat raised a yell of
triumph to which the front lank respond ¬

ed with a sharp volley
Were here yet tending strictly to

business and mean to stay until ye get
ready to go forward said Si as he
brought down a saUCy rebel who had
jumped up on the works and swung his
hat in older to be able to yell louder

Si Shoity Tom and Abe went back to
where their gum had fallen in the hole
rolled it out and examined it The horse
canister had only gone through one thick
ness at most and many of the balls had
only penetiated the tough hard sycamore
u couple of inches

Bully for the old Monitor exclaimed
Si I always thought sycamore a mighty
poor wood but it seems its good for some-
thing

¬

Boll her forward boys Well
take Savanny with her yet

The town clock struck 3
The watching rebels were astounded to

sec the biush of the distant woods come
marching down the bank toward them as
the men of the rear rank filed back each
one bending under all he could carry of
tho green orange cedar myrtle pine and
Cyprus brush

The big siege gun in the fort thought
that it was something that it should at-
tend

¬

to and sent a shell so close that the
biush carriers scattered in a lively way
But two rifled field pieces which had been
sent up there to look out for the big gun
took this for their cue to speak up and
sent in their shells with such close aim
around the big gun that it thought it
would have enough to do to attend to
them and began an angry effort to shut
them up

While the artillery duel was shaking the
earth the brush carriers rushed down to
Si and Shoity who threw their bundles in
front of the gum and began lolling it for-
ward

¬

over the improvised causeway
The rebels concentrated a musketry fire

on it but Si and Shorty were careful only
to expose themselves at the instant of
throwing tho brush over and to hold the
bundle well before them as they rose Thoy
caught several bullets in the bundles
which staggered them with their force
but they remained untouched

The noisy firing excited the Adjutant al-
most

¬

to the point of forgetting the precious
demijohn He ran forwaid with it in his
hand to the brink of the bank and took
a quick glance of the situation lie saw
Uncle Ephraim working his way back
with his coffee kettles slung together over
his shoulders to take up less room in the
crowd

Drop those kettles and take that
Uncle said the Adjutant passing the
demijohn to him Bun back for your life
with it nnd cet behind that boiub Droor
and stay there as long as there is
and stay there as long as there is a shot
fired Don t risk it any more than you
would your immortal soul Sergeant
snid he to a young non com of a battery
who had been sent up to sec if he could
be of use but who wns fretting because
the rebels were out of range of his 12
pound Napoleon you want a job Theres
one for you Unlimber your gun load
with double canister and work it forward
by hand to that bank and help the boys
out Quick Ill run ahead and clear tho
way for you

The Sergeant and his squad sprang to
their work as if set off by electricity and
were right at the heels of tho Adjutant
as he walked nlong the bank shouting

upen out there for tho artillery Clear
tne way ror the gun

This is an appeal that infantry always
respond to instantly aien in the rear
tirea or oeing utiauie to do anything
sprang up to help rush the gun nlong

O this is a picnic muttered the bat
tery sergeant as lie wheeled his gun
nround on the bank behind Si nnd Shorty
nnd put his hand on the elevating screw
Its the chance of a thousand Just tho

right range for canister and theyre over
there thicker n fiddlers in hades Wont
I just salivate em Heady Break awuy

He stepped back raised his hand the
man drew the lanyard taut the Sorironnr
dropped his hand and the gun seemed to

the musketeers behind the works Tho
gun recoiled and ran down the bank into
the mud

Instantly ns many hands as could lay
hold on it were dragging it back up tho
bank for another shot

Another shot like that Scrceant will
sign nnd seal your commission said tho
Colonel delightedly walking up to the gun

But the Sergeant vva- - oo busy prepar-
ing

¬

for another shot to waste time listen-
ing

¬

to compliments Almost as the Colonel
spoke the gnn gave another of the dco4
mnuthed roars of the Napoleons and again
Iioundcd back into the mud just in time to
avoid a shell which p rebel Geld pieco
hurled at it This in turn waked up a
rifled gun which had been hurried up on
the hill behind to the support of tho
Napoleon and it sent n shell to distract
tho attention of the rebel piece

The air was rent with cheers and SI
and Shorty rushed their gnm to near tho
center of the field Company Q flat on
the brush liehind with only room between
the ranks for tho brush carriers to pass
was pushing up close behind them

Pretty soon we might chnnce the mud
the rest of the way said Si taking ad ¬

vantage of the confusion in the rclel ranks
produced by the canister to study tha
ground in front Tnint very far now
and once behind that canal bank were1
safe Weve got so much mud on us al ¬

ready that a little more wont matter
Lets try it now said Shorty after a

moments look about That canister right
in their faces is flustering them so that
they cant shoot The right wing sees it
and theyre throwing down their brush
and running out on it without any pro¬

tection Lots beat em to the canal bank
Up everybody Up everybody For-

ward
¬

Forward shouted Si at the top
of his stentorian lungs as he seized his
gun and sprang out into the mud and
waded forward

There was a mad race all along the lino
to reach the shelter of the canal bank
while all the cannon belched at one an-
other

¬

overhead and the Sergeant nnd his
squad tore up the top ot the rebel works
with canister

Pete and Sandy slipped and fell head-
long

¬

in the mud to be instantly snatched
upright by Si and Shorty The other boys
splashed and stumbled forward while tho
bullets splattered the mud around them
but just lefore their breath gave clear
out the whole squad flung themselves
panting on the safe shelter of the canal
bank nnd were soon joined by the rest o
Co Q

Every one was covered with a layer ot
slimy mud but their cartridges were all
right and as soon ns thoy recovered their
breath a little they climbed a little higher
on the bank and began sharpshooting at
that closer range to help the rest of the
regiment get across with as little loss as
possible

Dont expose yourself for your men
Sergennt said Col McGillicuddy wading
along in the mud behind them He seemed
even worse muddied and bedraggled than
they The whole regiment is now over
and we are perfectly safe behind this bank
We can hold it a good deal longer than
tho rebels can that over there Tho ICan
kakces and Oshkoshers seem to be having
a hard time but I guess theyll get through
all right We cant help them any way
Yon can jnst lie still and rest awhile I
think weve done all we can for today
I wish I knew how we are going to get
over that infernal canal

The clock ill the Savannah steeplo
struck 4

The rifled guns on the hill behind had
now such good range on the rebel works
that tho firing from them died down to
infrequent shots and the boys took tho
Colonels advice and began cleaning off
the clinging mud They scraped off all
they could took off their shoes and
emptied them and washed their socks and
their feet in the pools A lot of driftwood
lay along the top of tho bank which they
pulled down and started little fires nnder
the shelter of tho bank- - to dry themselves

As early darkness came on the firing
died clear down and Si and Shorty roso
above the bank to study the looks of
things beyond

Some rebels appeared above the breast-
works

¬

and one of them called ont
Say Yanks kings ex If you wont

shoot we wont
All right answered Si Weve had

enough shooting for awhile What do you
think of the Yankees hy this time Yon
cant stop us no way you can fix it

O youns think youns air monty snimt
dont youns jest bekase youns got rost
them fields

Well you tried your best to keep us
back

O that was only jest a warmer
Youns haint hardly begun your tronbes
Weuns alters expected youns d git to
that canal thar But youns II never git
acrnst hit in the living world Weuns

11 pile yonns up thar like rabbits in a
bnttoo An any o youns that git acrost

11 be ketchod in the abatis in front And
that ground is full o torpedtes ion n3
ve got no more chanst o gettin into

Savanny than Abe Linkhorn has of
scupin the devil

There was n guffaw from the rebels at
this flash of wit

Is that so inquired Si with interest
Whos in command over there

Lootenant Gineral Hardee
O old Hardee We know him of old

We begun licking him at Stone Biver two
years ago and a thousand miles from here
Weve done it ever since wherever wo
could catch him until lie aint holding
hardly enough ground to bury you You
dont think yon can keep us offn that
measlv little patch o alligator pasture do
you

That buzzard roost whore you live off
of the dead fish that floats ashore Slid
Shorty

Whats that youre sayin bout tho
great city o Savanny yo nigger thief
retorted the man angrily reaching back
for his rifle

As usual Pete and Sfindv were ptittng
in the time exercising their passion for
investigation A little ways to the left
ihey had found i foot log across the c inal
and had cautiously crawled along it to
take a closer look at what was on tho
other side There was a stntrieg leading
throush the field from this for the np ot
those passing in andout and they crawled
cautiouslv along this for some little dis ¬

tance They heard a voice among the
rebels say warninglv in an nndeltn

Hist Not so fast Keep on jawn r
until you git more o them up thar Aint
quarter enough it Besides the guns
aint ready yit

The boys could then make out sounds
of the movement of cannon and their Will ¬

ing They slid back in all haste and
warned Si and the rest

Ever body tired of crouching under tho
bank was now sticking his head up to
hear the wordy battle between the two
sides Si passed the word along wlpt was
threatening and to be ready to dis ircar
like a flash

Whats the matter with yon fellers
anyway Shorty taunted them At
first you blowed about one of you being
able to lick five Yankees Now a few ot
us have licked a whole State full of yon
Weve run yon from one end of Georgy to
the other and vc got the tail end of your
army cooped nn like a skunk in a musk
rat hole Well settle you aloni about
day break so quick that your hes II

break your neck you alligator eatiag
traitors

The Union line yelled and laughed in
uproarious applause of Shortys maledic-
tion

¬

Whats that yore a callin me yo
blue bellied hound roared the rebel
snatching up his gun

Down all youns commanded a voice
on the rebel side

Hunt your holes Yanks yelled SI
at the top of his voice

Everybody was instantly behind tho
bank like a village ot prairie dogs disap ¬

pearing
It was not an Instant too soon for tho

whole rebel front blazed with cannon-fi-- o

nnd a storm of canister swept the lnnk
the whole length ot the regiment

Great Scott ejaculated Si low
many condemned suns have thy pa kod
down in there They seem set on h Ming
this part of tho line if nothing els h n
cannon will make lively work in the i iing I hope onr officers have n tie d tfs
and ve got some more cannon ir tlers
to tend to these

ell with a fiendish delight as it sent a The clock in the stcoule stni k 11
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